
Field Club Neighbors,

This newsletter is full of great information, along with 
opportunities for all neighbors to stay informed, 
engaged and active in our community.

On February 18, I’m hosting our OPD Captain Belcastro-
Gonzalez at 12pm and 6:30pm via Zoom for a discussion 
about safety, crime, and other information for our 
neighborhood. Karen Pesek and Jenny Kuzelka will join 
me as co-hosts. All are welcome! Please mark your 
calendars and submit questions in advance. I will make 
sure any unanswered questions get addressed. The 
Zoom link is in this newsletter, on Facebook, or reach 
out to me directly.

Beginning in March, our FCHL board encourages any 
paid member of FCHL to attend our regular monthly 
meetings. We voted unanimously to provide an open 
meeting accessible to guests. As a board we welcome 
voices and ideas, participation in committees, or just 
showing up to listen and learn! Our meetings are the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7pm. We will give 
notice of meeting location in advance (currently Zoom). 
I welcome and look forward to having each of you at 
our “board meeting table” in the future.

Stay warm and healthy. See you all soon!

John Fox
President, FCHL
johnfoxdesign@gmx.com

Newsletter printed courtesy of 
Field Club of Omaha.

Mike DeKay, neighbor and Creative Director at 
Grain + Mortar, volunteered his time and talent, 
creating a new banner and artwork at the top of 
the neighborhood newsletter. Thank you, Mike! We 
appreciate your contributions!

If you haven’t visited the Field Club Homeowners League 
website lately you’ve missed the new blog, Instinctive 
Preservation, by Board Member Annika Phillips. Her 
ruminations include unique stories, history of her home, 
and creative ideas for how to preserve and restore homes 
while maintaining their historic character and charm.

Here’s a short excerpt from one of the posts:

I’ve never met Harry Forehead but I mix cocktails in his 
pantry. Harry was born in England and he was an 
accomplished cricket player. In fact, he captained a 
cricket team that played a match in Miller Park on Labor 
Day 1911. No doubt he also played cricket at Field Club 
when it still was a cricket club.

Harry worked as a butler to The Beebes, who lived in my 
home for decades. I’m proud to say that his pantry 
remains almost the same as it was in Harry Forehead’s 
time. A brass mouthpiece to the home’s 1901 intercom 
still juts from the wall, the other end leading to the 
second-floor hallway... 

Butler’s pantries in the 1800’s and early 1900’s operated 
as a transition space between the kitchen and the dining 
room. A swinging door buffered sounds and smells from 
the kitchen to the butler’s pantry and another swinging 
door further buffered the pantry from dining room. 
Servants may need to be seen but they certainty were not 
to be heard.

To read more, go to 
fieldclubomaha.wordpress.com/fchl-blog

Receive announcements and a digital newsletter by 
subscribing to our e-mail list. Click “EMAIL SIGNUP” 
on our website.

https://fieldclubomaha.wordpress.com/
E-mail: info@fchlomaha.com
Facebook: @fchlomaha



La Asociación de Vecinos de Field Club (FCHL por sus 
siglas en inglés) da la bienvenida a nuestros vecinos de 
habla hispana que viven en Field Club. Si usted necesita 
asistencia o tiene alguna pregunta, por favor llame a 
John Fox, Presidente de la Asociación al 816-558-5088. 
Estamos para servir a todos nuestros vecinos

February Monthly Board Meeting
FCHL Board Members Met via zoom Feb. 10th

• Membership update; 84 paid households
• Initial discussion about July 5th Fireworks; more to follow
• Midtown Neighborhood Alliance update
• South Omaha Neighborhood Alliance update
• New Neighbors Welcome Committee update
• Social Media/Website Committee update

Field Club Farmers Market
Initial discussions are taking place for a neighborhood farmers 
market for the upcoming season. If you’re planning your garden
we will have space for neighbors to sell goods. Also please notify 
us of potential interested vendors. Questions and interested 
parties please e-mail info@fchlomaha.com.

Membership Committee
Submitted by Jeff Fox
I have been the chair on the membership committee for 4 years 
and want to thank those who are current paid members!

Help me welcome Lauren Jambor. She has agreed to help with 
the FCHL membership committee. Lauren has been very helpful 
to me on the technical side of membership with our excel forms.  

Our membership numbers in 2020 were higher than they have 
been in over 10 years. Let's face it, for only $20.00 you can help 
us stay solvent and keep events strong and growing each year.
Please join us if you haven't and help us keep Field Club the best 
neighborhood in the State of Nebraska! 

If you have any questions or just want to verify membership you 
can text me at 402-917-1031 or email at jpfoxkc@gmail.com.

Upcoming March Monthly Board Meeting
Mar. 10th at 7:00 pm
• The FCHL Board meets the second Wednesday of every month 

at 7:00 pm.
• Please reach out to John Fox if you would like to attend OR 

send him meeting agenda items.

There will be opportunities to participate in various 
upcoming neighborhood forums via Zoom. If you want to 
attend, or if there are other topics you would like to see 
addressed and discussed e-mail info@fchlomaha.com.

Lunch and Chat with OPD 
Karen Pesek/John Fox and Captain Belcastro-Gonzalez
Southeast Precinct outreach and all neighbors welcome
February 18, 2021 12-1:00pm (Zoom & Facebook event)

Dessert and Chat with OPD
Jennifer Kuzelka/John Fox and Capatin Belcastro-
Gonzalez and all neighbors welcome
February 18, 2021 6:30-7:30pm 

Composting Project 
Leavenworth Neighborhood Association- Ashley 
Flater/John Fox. FCHL neighbors Bryan Hackfort, 
Julie Sommer Hug and others who are interested 
TBA by March 1

32nd Avenue traffic and safety along street
Annika Phillips/John Fox and residents along 32nd Ave
TBA by March 1

Submitted by Jennifer Moss Breen Kuzelka

The grants team is diligently crafting a neighborhood 
grant with the Omaha Community Foundation. 

In mid-January, John Fox and Jennifer Kuzelka attended 
an Omaha Community Foundation 'kick off' meeting 
where Foundation leaders shared the vision of the 2021 
Neighborhood grants. During this meeting, they learned 
grant reviewers prioritize several key elements in each 
grant including leadership development, beautification, 
safety, and building strong relationships with Omaha 
partners. The grants committee, including John Fox, 
Bryan Hackfort, Annika Phillips and Jennifer Kuzelka, 
have been meeting to discuss potential grant proposals.

After discussion, the committee decided to focus on the 
northern border of the Field Club neighborhood at the 
corner of Poppleton Avenue and Turner Boulevard. This 
area has been maintained by Bryan Hackfort over the 
years and he has added and tended to plants and cleaned 
the area. He also clears the stairs from snow for us on a 
voluntary basis. The committee noted exceedingly more 
neighbors use this area, but there is much that could 
continue to improve its look, safety and accessibility. 

Our fellow neighborhood association, the Leavenworth 
Neighborhood Association, has also invested time in 
improving Leavenworth Park, and would like to partner 
with the FCHL to improve and beautify the border 
between the two neighborhoods. The grants team met 
with the Omaha Community Foundation to share this 
idea with them and gain their input, and they were very 
enthusiastic about the potential of a shared project 
between the two neighborhoods. 

Potential additions to the corner include a historic 
bench, a mural, lighting, and a historic plaque about 
Leavenworth Park. The easement area will be cleaned 
and well maintained with these additions. 

This grant application is in final stages and will be 
submitted to the Omaha Community Foundation on or 
before March 1, 2021. If approved, the Field Club 
Neighborhood and Leavenworth Park Neighborhood will 
be able to renew the area to its original intended 
purpose - a place for neighbors to be outside, meet one 
another, and stretch their legs in a clean, safe, and 
beautiful environment.



Submitted by Jane Erdenberger
Vice-President Board of Education, District 7

Sort of like “Christmas in July” – OPS is celebrating “First 
Day of School – in February!” As of Tuesday, February 16, 
every student in OPS has the option to attend school five 
days a week. Sort of related: did you know that OPS led 
the nation in implementing saliva and “other” testing 
procedures at several of its schools as part of its OPS 
PROTECTS pilot program, in partnership with UNMC, 
OneWorld and Charles Drew Health Centers?  

In middle school news, Norris Middle Schools Carrie Carr
has been selected to be the principal at the yet-unnamed 
new high school at 60th and L, opening in the Fall of 2022.

In high school news, there are expected to be changes to 
boundaries and transportation and education choices 
starting in the 2022-23 school year. Diversity and equity 
and career opportunities are the foundation of these 
changes. You can find out more about them – and sign up 
for community Q & A sessions later in February – at this 
URL: https://sap.ops.org/Proposed-High-School-Plan.

I am thrilled to represent Field Club neighborhood on the 
OPS Board.  Please reach out to me at 
jane.erdenberger@ops.org if you have any questions – or 
follow OPS on Facebook or Twitter. Stay warm and 
healthy.

Submitted by Annika Phillips

Our Field Club neighborhood is one of a growing number of 
Omaha areas honored with The National Register of 
Historic Places’ “Historic District” designation. The honor 
is a result of the research work done over twenty years ago 
by the Field Club Homeowners League and several Field 
Club neighbors.

Many ask if Historic District status carries with it any 
restrictions or tax incentives. These are the existing 
benefits and restrictions:

Benefits:

• When the city, county or state want to make changes 
effecting our neighborhood we get to play the Historic 
District card. It doesn’t carry legal weight but does 
validify the importance of preserving the Field Club 
neighborhood’s historic aspect.

• That Historic District card can also be played when 
competing for grants.

• There can be tax advantages in restoring buildings in a 
historic district. See your tax professional as I’m not 
going to touch giving tax advice with a 10 foot
Victorian-era gaslight pipe.

Restrictions:

• None really. Your property rights are no different from 
the property rights of a homeowner in a neighborhood 
without historic district designation. You can demolish 
the home, paint it whatever color you like and don’t 
need to seek anyone’s approval, providing you stay 
within the same zoning and code regulations that 
everyone else does.

The city of Omaha is currently drafting historic 
preservation design guidelines and is intending on hosting a 
public meeting on the subject sometime this spring. The 
FCHL will monitor the city’s progress and continue to be a 
leader in preserving Omaha’s history.

President: John Fox 816-558-5088
Vice President: Peggy Pavlik 402-344-7963
Secretary: Becky Costello 402-730-0307
Treasurer: vacant

Mike Bednarz Jeff Fox Kerry Hoiberg
Annika Phillips Jennifer Moss Breen Kuzelka Meghan Herek
Todd Pernicek Mark Gudgel Kathy Dworak



Submitted by John Fox and edited by Todd 
Pernicek

Asher Brooks and Ana Seaton both have jobs 
and careers that allow them to live wherever 
they want. Both have had stints living in 
other parts of the country, but have chosen 
Omaha, Nebraska as the place they want to 
live.

They have lived with their dog Pancho on 
Walnut street since February 2020. They love 
the character and charm of the 
neighborhood. Ana especially appreciates 
proximity of the Field Club Trail and 
Hanscom Park. Having the best of both 
worlds—the central part of the city along 
with so much green space was a great fit for 
them.

Asher grew up in McCook, NE and Ana is from 
Denton, TX. Asher went to college in Omaha 
and moved to Oklahoma for Air Force 
training, and from there was in Las Vegas, NV 
for his full-time job. He works as a pilot for 
the Air National Guard part-time and full-
time for an airline. Ana works as a disaster 
management consultant. She moved from

We’re always looking for FCHL Newsletter content! Please e-mail tpernicek@gmail.com with ideas and information.    

Denton to Charleston, SC and the 2019 flooding brought her to Lincoln.

There are many things they love about living in Field Club. One is the architecture and the enjoyment they have 
walking and jogging around the neighborhood. Being able to walk to shops and restaurants like Vis Major is a plus. They 
also like the location and the closeness to the interstate so they can easily commute to Eppley or Lincoln. Although 
they haven’t been able to socialize like normal due to COVID-19 they have still met many great people and enjoy their 
neighbors. When a few unexpected events happened, their neighbors have always been there to help. They feel like 
getting good neighbors is luck of the draw and they hit the lottery.

Ana and Asher had fun participating in the neighborhood luminary night and are excited for future Field Club events. 
They are looking forward to getting to know more neighbors and further settling into their home.

As forty plus year residents of Field 
Club, my wife and I have had the 

pleasure of raising a family here and 
then watching as the next generation of 

folks the ages of our children do the 
same.  It makes for a wonderful 

community with a good mix of ages, 
types of families, and individuals.  I see 

the neighborhood as a strong 
community, renewing itself as time goes 

by and on into the future.


